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Graduates of the Class of 2006 were sworn in to practice law in the 
state of Georgia during a November ceremony held at the State Bar of 
Georgia’s Atlanta headquarters.
Cristina Reeves (J.D.’06) (left) and her father Michael Reeves 
(J.D.’74) talk with Georgia Law’s new Assistant Director of Legal 
Career Services Ramsey Henderson (J.D.’05) at the reception following 
the ceremony.
Swearing In Ceremony
Joseph Henry Lumpkin  
Society Champagne Reception Georgia Law Open House and Verner Chaffin’s 88th Birthday Celebration
Associate Dean Paul Kurtz (left) tells another 
entertaining story to Lawton Stephens (J.D.’81) 
(center) and David Montgomery (J.D.’72).
LAW SCHOOL LIFE
Callaway Chair Emeritus Verner 
Chaffin (LL.B.’42) raises a glass in a toast 
for his 88th birthday. Former colleagues 
and students packed the law school’s 
Rotunda for the fall event.
▼
Santhia Curtis (J.D.’91) and 
her guest Greg Winds pose for 
a photo at the reception for 
JHLS members  
(annual donors of  
$1,000 or more) 
that was held at  
the law school in  
September.
Nat Hansford  
(LL.B.’68) and 
his wife Frances 
also attended the 
gathering. 
▼
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In June, the Law School Association pre-sented its highest honor, the Distinguished 
Service Scroll Award, to Michael J. Bowers 
(J.D.’74) and Paul W. Painter Jr. (J.D.’74).
The award is given annually to individu-
als whose dedication and service to the legal 
profession and the law school deserves spe-
cial recognition. The awards were presented 
during the LSA’s annual breakfast held in 
conjunction with the State Bar of Georgia’s 
Annual Meeting.
Georgia Law Dean Emeritus J. Ralph 
Beaird presented Bowers with his award. 
Beaird stated that the award honors alumni 
who are respected practitioners of the law, 
who have crafted a career of distinguished 
public service and who have shown out-
standing service to the LSA. 
“Mike Bowers,” Beaird said, “more than 
meets all of these criteria.” 
In receiving the award, Bowers said he was 
“honored beyond anything you could imag-
ine. I cannot thank y’all enough.” He also 
expressed his appreciation for the education 
and inspiration he received from Beaird and 
others who have contributed to his success.
Bowers earned his bachelor’s degree from 
the U.S. Military Academy in 1963, his mas-
ter’s in industrial engineering from Stanford 
University in 1965, his master’s in business 
administration from the University of Utah 
in 1970 and his law degree in 1974 from 
Georgia Law, where he graduated in the top 
third of his class.
After law school, Bowers accepted a posi-
tion with the Office of the Attorney General 
of Georgia, where he worked until he was 
appointed attorney general of the state in 
1981. He was re-elected four times and 
served in this post until June 1997, when he 
resigned to seek the Republican nomination 
for governor.
In 1998, Bowers joined what is currently 
the law firm Balch & Bingham, concentrat-
ing in general civil litigation, and became 
partner in 2000. He has been named by 
Georgia Trend magazine as one of the “100 
Most Influential Georgians” 10 times, most 
recently in 2006. He currently serves as 
chair of the Georgia Judicial Nominating 
Commission. 
Bowers served in the U.S. Air 
Force from 1963 to 1970, when 
he joined the Air National Guard 
from which he retired in 1997 at the 
rank of major general. From 1994 
to 1997, he also served as chair 
of the National Guard Bureau’s 
Counterdrug Board in Washington, 
D.C.
Bowers has actively participated 
in the LSA. He was a member of 
the Law School Association Council 
from 1981 to 1985 and served on 
the law school’s Board of Visitors 
from 1985 to 1987. He is currently 
serving a second term on the Board 
of Visitors.
Bowers and his wife, Bette Rose, 
have three children, Carl (J.D.’89), 
Bruce and Michelle, and eight 
grandchildren.
Fellow Georgia Law alumnus and 
longtime friend Carl S. Pedigo Jr. 
presented Painter with his award. 
He described Painter as being an 
“extraordinary, intellectual indi-
vidual” who “follows through” and 
“never lets you down.” Pedigo said 
he was delighted to present the 
award to a “wonderful representa-
tive of the law school” whose “career 
has been nothing short of phenomenal.” 
Upon receiving the award, Painter said he 
was humbled by the recognition. “It is not 
everyday you get to receive an honor of this 
magnitude,” he said. Painter also expressed 
his love and appreciation for the law school, 
saying that the institution has “a very impor-
tant place” in his life.
Raised in Rossville, Ga., Painter is 
the son of the late Superior Court Judge 
Paul (Johnny) Painter and Juanita Davis 
Painter. He entered the Georgia Institute of 
Technology on a football scholarship, where 
he earned a degree in management in 1968. 
After graduation, he spent three years as a 
naval officer aboard the aircraft carrier USS 
Independence.
Painter entered law school in 1971, where 
he served as senior editor of the Georgia Law 
Review and on the Moot Court Board. After 
graduating from Georgia Law with honors 
in 1974, he moved to Savannah to practice 
law. 
Painter is a civil trial lawyer and partner in 
the firm Ellis, Painter, Ratterree & Adams. 
During his 32 years of private practice, he 
has served as president of the Savannah 
Bar Association and the Georgia Defense 
Lawyers Association. He has also served as 
the Georgia chair of the American College 
of Trial Lawyers and as a member and chair 
of the Board of Bar Examiners. For the 
last three years, Law & Politics and Atlanta 
Magazine have recognized Painter as one of 
Georgia’s “Top 100” lawyers.
He has served as a member of the LSAC 
and as president of the LSA. Presently, he 
is a member of the law school’s Board of 
Visitors.
Painter and his wife, Judi, have one child, 
Paul III.
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Law School Association presents service awards to Bowers and Painter
Mike Bowers (J.D.’74) (center) poses with (l. to r.) son Carl 
(J.D.’89), wife Bette Rose, daughter-in-law Deena and son Bruce.
Paul Painter Jr. (J.D.’74) (center) holds his Distinguished Service 
Scroll Award with his wife Judi and his son Paul III.
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State Bar of Georgia Annual Meeting Alumni Events
Jennifer Auer Jordan (J.D.’01) 
and Joseph Dent (J.D.’91) share 
a laugh about their matching 
seersucker attire at the alumni 
reception. 
▼
▼
▼
Introducing Georgia Law’s 2006-07 alumni boards
Left photo - 2006-07 Board of Visitors members are: (l. to r.) Kevin A. Gooch, Eleanor “Elsie” Dunlap Henderson, Michael J. Bowers, Julia Willcox Lumpkin, 
Chairman James E. Butler Jr., Edward T.M. Garland, E. Kendrick Smith, Gary B. Blasingame, James B. Ellington and Kathelen V. Amos.  Not pictured are: 
Alan N. Sutin and Larry D. Thompson.
Right photo - 2006-07 Law School Association Council members are: (back, l. to r.) At-large State Representative Frank L. Butler III, District 3 Representative 
Alan F. Rothschild Jr., At-large State Representative David B. Bell, President-elect Steven P. Gilliam, District 4 Representative J. Thomas Morgan III, 
Treasurer Henry C. Tharpe Jr., District 7 Representative Jennifer Auer Jordan, District 1 Representative Daniel B. Snipes, President Eleanor Banister, (front, 
l. to r.) District 2 Representative Gregory C. Sowell, Secretary Kathleen Horne, District 5 Representative Santhia L. Curtis, District 6 Representative R. Alex 
Crumbley, District 10 Representative Sherry L. Jackson and District 9 Representative S. Alan Cohn. Not pictured are: Immediate Past-president Robert O. 
Freeman, District 8 Representative Verna L. Smith, At-large State Representative George H. Carley, At-large State Representative Susan J. Wilson, At-large 
Out-of-state Representative Nathaniel Lee and At-large Out-of-state Representative Michael J. Sharp. 
John Noell (J.D.’65), 
Harold Clarke (J.D.’50) and 
Robert Benham (J.D.’70) catch 
up at the State Bar of Georgia 
Annual Meeting breakfast.
Enjoying the State Bar 
of Georgia Annual 
Meeting alumni cock-
tail reception are (l. to 
r.) Charmel Gaulden 
(J.D.’05), Harold 
Melton (J.D.’91) 
and Phaedra Parks 
(J.D.’98). 
▼
Jay Cook (J.D.’64), who was 
inducted during the State Bar 
of Georgia Annual Meeting as 
president, spoke at the alumni 
reception about the role law-
yers have as “peacemakers” 
and “solvers of conflict.” 
He also said, “God bless 
the University of Georgia 
law school – without it we 
wouldn’t be here.”
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Homecoming
WEEKEND 2006
The 16th Annual Homecoming BBQ was a huge success with more than 1,350 registrants (a record). Alumni and friends enjoyed good 
food, live music and the chance to catch up with old classmates and meet new friends.  However, the outpouring of alumni support was not 
able to save the Bulldogs from a 24-22 loss to Vanderbilt University. Photos of the event follow.
Taking a moment from their conversation 
are (l. to r.) Associate Professor Lonnie Brown, 
John Coalson (J.D.’77) and his daughter Jennifer 
Coalson, a second-year Georgia Law student. 
▼
Enjoying the event are: (l. to r.) Frank Butler 
(J.D.’75) and his son Logan, Steve Melton 
(J.D.’75) and his son Blake (J.D.’04), and Jensen 
Mast (J.D.’05).
▼
Al Wall (J.D.’50) and his wife Marguerite 
watch the crowd from their seats on the lawn.
▼
Uga VI joined the law school tailgate for photos 
before the game. Pictured here with the beloved 
mascot are Carter and Caroline Snipes, children 
of Laura and Dan Snipes (J.D.’95). Georgia Law 
appreciates alumnus Sonny Seiler (J.D.’57) bring-
ing Uga VI to visit.
▼
Here, (l. to r.) first-year student  
Harry Camp poses with his father, 
Jack Camp, friend Jeaneane  
Fountain and mother Liz Camp. ▼
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Reunions
Mack McGuffey (J.D.’03) smiles for the camera with his 
grandmother Marianna Miller (center) and his aunt Barbara 
Goetz (J.D.’82) (right). Mack, who played the trumpet for 
the Redcoat Band as an undergraduate, also participated 
in the alumni band performance in Sanford Stadium after 
attending the law school barbecue.
▼
It wouldn’t be the 
annual Homecoming 
BBQ without live 
music from the alumni 
band “Strung Jury 
– Legends in Their 
Spare Time,” which 
made its 16th appear-
ance at the event. Here, 
children dance in front 
of the band’s stage. The 
regular members of 
Strung Jury are Dennis 
Helmreich (J.D.’86), 
Timothy Herring 
(J.D.’85) and Gregory 
Gronholm (J.D.’85). 
This year, alumnus 
Jack Hood (J.D.’71) 
also played with the 
group. 
Associate Dean Paul Kurtz and his wife Carol catch up with 1966 
graduates Harvey Weitz (second from right) and Chester Davenport 
(right), who participated in their 40-year class reunion festivities over 
the weekend.
▼
Graduates from the 
Class of 1966 met for a 
dinner event in Athens 
during Homecoming 
weekend.
▼
Classmates from 
the Class of 1986 pose 
for a photo on the steps 
of Hirsch Hall with 
Associate Dean Paul 
Kurtz (center).
▼
The Class of 
1976 convened 
in the law school’s 
Rotunda following the 
Homecoming football 
game.
▼
Members of the 
Class of 1956 
celebrated their golden 
anniversary in the fall. 
▼
▼
Georgia Law’s Office of Development is delighted to share the news that more 
than $14 million has been raised toward the 
school’s overall goal of $17 million in the 
Archway to Excellence Capital Campaign.  
The law school’s extended family contin-
ues to demonstrate its support of the school’s 
academic mission, and this generosity will 
enable our school to achieve its future goals.
Since this past summer, we have been 
fortunate to welcome many new and return-
ing donors as well as many committed 
volunteers.  
Ethel T. and Verner F. Chaffin (LL.B.’42) 
made a significant gift that will be added 
to the Verner F. Chaffin Distinguished 
Professorship in Fiduciary Law.  With this 
additional gift, the professorship will be 
renamed the Verner F. Chaffin Chair of 
Fiduciary Law.  This will bring the number 
of endowed chairs at the law school to 12.  
Sutherland Asbill & Brennan became the 
first law firm to participate in the school’s 
Georgia Law Firm Initiative.  The combined 
gifts from Sutherland’s partners and associ-
ates, as well as a generous gift from the law 
firm, will be recognized by having the court-
yard here at the law school named for the 
firm.  The Sutherland Courtyard represents 
the investment of many who strongly believe 
in Georgia Law.  
Another combined gift recently made 
will establish the Alexander W. Smith 
Professorship and will honor Alex Smith 
(LL.B.’49) for his longtime service to the 
law school and the legal profession. This 
endowed professorship will be supported by 
the John and Mary Franklin Foundation and 
Smith, Gambrell & Russell. 
Kenneth Klein (J.D.’76) made a pledge 
to support the study of international law 
and international law programs.  A former 
student of Kirbo Chair in International 
Law Gabriel M. Wilner and participant 
in the Brussels Seminar on the Law and 
Institutions of the European Union study 
abroad program, Ken has dedicated his gift 
to help ensure future students will have a 
rich array of international offerings.
 On the scholarship front, Twinker and 
Keith W. Mason (J.D.’85) have made a 
pledge to establish a scholarship that will 
support a law student who has graduat-
ed from the university’s Terry College of 
Business and/or the School of Public and 
International Affairs.
On a recent trip to Sea Island, Dean 
Rebecca H. White and I met with Sue B. 
and Kenneth M. Henson (J.D.’47), who 
decided to make a generous contribution to 
the law school to establish an endowed fund. 
We thank Ken for recognizing his and his 
family’s long history with the law school by 
making this wonderful gift.
Gifts, large and small, have an impact 
at Georgia Law.  Each year, the law school 
seeks to grow gifts to its Law School Fund, 
which supports virtually every aspect of 
the law school, including scholarships to 
attract accomplished and highly motivated 
students; student activities such as gradua-
tion events and moot court and mock trial 
programs; legal career services; and faculty 
initiatives.
This year, we have set ambitious goals to 
raise $525,000 to support these endeavors 
and to achieve an alumni participation rate 
of 27 percent.  
We ask each and every law school gradu-
ate to consider making a gift, no matter the 
size, to support the Law School Fund.  
More than 45 volunteers have agreed to 
assist us in reaching this goal.  As class and 
reunion agents, they will help us to con-
nect with alumni across the state and the 
country.  
The benefits our faculty and students 
enjoy as a result of these contributions help 
to further our mission of creating one of our 
nation’s best law schools.  
Please join me in thanking the many 
donors and volunteers who have made 
Georgia Law a priority.  
I invite you to make Georgia Law one of 
your philanthropic priorities and to witness 
the positive impact your giving can have on 
your legal alma mater.
- Director of Development Anne S. Moser
Class Notes items listed were received between April 
2, 2006, and November 1, 2006. Information 
received after November 1 will appear in the next 
issue of the Advocate.
1950s
William M. Fleming Jr. (1950) of Augusta, 
GA, assumed senior judge status on Dec. 31, 
2006, after serving 38 years on the bench. B. 
Avant Edenfield (1958) of Savannah, GA, 
assumed senior judge status on the U.S. District 
Court of the Southern District of Georgia.
1960s
Gates T. Richards (1964) of Cincinnati, OH, 
received the John P. Kily Award from the 
Cincinnati Bar Association in recognition of his 
outstanding trial skills, professionalism, civility 
and ethical standards. Edward T.M. Garland 
(1965) of Atlanta, GA, received the Atlanta Bar 
Association’s Leadership Award. William N. 
Searcy (1967) of Savannah, GA, was named 
to the UGA Foundation Board of Trustees. 
He retired from the U.S. Air Force as a major 
general after 37 years of service including serv-
ing as commander of the Georgia Air National 
Guard and as assistant adjutant general air for 
Georgia for four years. Robert P. Mallis (1968) 
of Gainesville, GA, was honored in October 
with the hanging of his portrait in the senior 
judges’ courtroom in the DeKalb Judicial Tower. 
J. Michael Dover (1969) of Valdosta, GA, was 
elected to the board of directors for the Valdosta 
Symphony Orchestra.
1970 - 1974
Robert Benham (1970) of Cartersville, GA, 
received the Alumni Merit Award from UGA 
in spring 2006. Thomas R. Taggart (1972) of 
Savannah, GA, received the Armstrong Atlantic 
State University Distinguished Alumnus Award 
for 2006. William P. Payne (1973) of Atlanta, 
GA, was named chairman of the Augusta 
National Golf Club. Michael J. Bowers (1974) 
of Commerce, GA, received the Atlanta Bar 
Association’s Leadership Award.
1975 - 1979
Walter H. Bush Jr. (1975) of Atlanta, GA, 
was featured in the “After Hours” section of 
the Fulton County Daily Report using a flight 
simulator at the airport. John “Jack” W. 
Carter (1975) of Las Vegas, NV, celebrated 
with his wife Elizabeth the birth of their first 
grandchild Henry Lewis on Sept. 2, 2006. 
John W. Robinson IV (1975) of Tampa, FL, 
was elected to the executive committee of 
the American Inns of Court Foundation and 
serves as the 11th Circuit trustee. He was listed 
again in Best Lawyers in America in Labor and 
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